
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S8191 September 7, 2000 
at gunpoint, the law says we can take 
away their gun. If someone uses their 
phone to take away your money, the 
law should allow us to protect other 
victims by taking their phone away. In 
addition, my proposal would establish 
a Better Business Bureau-style clear-
inghouse that would keep track of 
complaints made about telemarketing 
companies. With a simple phone call, 
seniors could find out whether the 
company trying to sell to them over 
the phone or over the Internet has been 
the subject of complaints or been con-
victed of fraud. 

Third, the Seniors Safety Act pun-
ishes pension fraud. Seniors who have 
worked hard for years should not have 
to worry that their hard-earned retire-
ment savings will not be there when 
they need them. My bill would create 
new criminal and civil penalties for 
those who defraud pension plans, and 
increase the penalties for bribery and 
graft in connection with employee ben-
efit plans. 

Fourth and finally, the Seniors Safe-
ty Act strengthens law enforcement’s 
ability to fight health care fraud. A re-
cent study by the National Institute 
for Justice reports that many health 
care fraud schemes ‘‘deliberately tar-
get vulnerable populations, such as the 
elderly or Alzheimer’s patients, who 
are less willing or able to complain or 
alert law enforcement.’’ This legisla-
tion gives law enforcement the addi-
tional investigatory tools it needs to 
uncover, investigate, and prosecute 
health care offense in both criminal 
and civil proceedings. It also protests 
whistle-blowers who alert law enforce-
ment officers to examples of health 
care fraud. 

This legislation is intended to focus 
attention on the particular criminal 
activities that victimize seniors the 
most. Congress should act on this bill 
now—when it comes to protecting our 
seniors, we have no time to waste. I am 
eager to work with the majority on 
this bill, and would be happy to con-
sider any constructive improvements. 
Protecting seniors should be a bipar-
tisan cause, and I want to pursue it in 
a bipartisan way. So I urge my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to 
look at this bill and work with us to 
improve the security of our seniors. 

f 

MISSILE DEFENSE 
Mr. KYL. Mr. President, as you 

know, President Clinton recently an-
nounced that he would further delay 
deployment of a national missile de-
fense system to protect the United 
States. Regrettably, although the 
President’s decision was disappointing, 
it was not surprising given the track 
record of the Clinton-Gore administra-
tion. In fact, when one looks back over 
the past 8 years it is clear that this lat-
est decision is merely the capstone to a 
string of poor decisions by this admin-
istration that have left us defenseless 
against a growing threat to America’s 
security. 

Time after time, the administration 
has taken steps to delay development 
of a system to defend against a missile 
threat that the Rumsfeld Commission, 
our intelligence agencies, and the De-
fense Department have said is increas-
ingly serious. The administration has 
failed to pursue development of prom-
ising missile defense technologies, such 
as sea- and space-based defenses, has 
underfunded the limited programs it 
has authorized, and has pursued mis-
guided arms control policies. 

This week, Senator THAD COCHRAN 
released a report entitled ‘‘Stubborn 
Things’’ that chronicles the record of 
neglect by this administration toward 
missile defense. The report contains 
ten chapters, corresponding to each 
year over the past decade. Each chap-
ter includes a chronological recitation 
of events relevant to ballistic missile 
defense, including the progression of 
the missile threat facing the United 
States, developments in arms control 
negotiations, as well as data on the 
level of funding devoted to these vital 
programs. 

Senator COCHRAN named the report 
after a quote from John Adams, who 
said in 1770: 

Facts are stubborn things; and whatever 
may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the 
dictates of our passions, they cannot alter 
the state of facts and evidence. 

True to the spirit of John Adams’ ad-
monition, Senator COCHRAN’S report 
simply lays out fact after fact about 
what has transpired in the area of mis-
sile defense over the past decade. It is 
an excellent compilation of the events 
and decisions that have led us to our 
current situation. 

For example, after the President an-
nounced that he would not authorize 
deployment of a national missile de-
fense system, administration officials 
said the President had reached this de-
cision in part because development of a 
booster for the ground-based system 
has lagged. But as Senator COCHRAN’S 
report points out, this is a legacy of 
one of his administration’s first deci-
sions after taking office. In February 
1993, the administration returned un-
opened proposals by three teams of 
companies that had bid, at the request 
of the Defense Department, to develop 
a ground-based national missile de-
fense interceptor. 

The track record of the Clinton-Gore 
administration on missile defense is 
clear: they were slow to recognize the 
threat, failed to pursue the most prom-
ising forms of defense, underfunded the 
limited programs they half-heartedly 
pursued, and have failed to exercise 
leadership in addressing the concerns 
of our allies and other nations like 
Russia. 

Senator COCHRAN and his able staff, 
Mitch Kugler, Dennis Ward, Dennis 
McDowell, Michael Loesch, Eric 
Desautels, Brad Sweet, and Julie Sand-
er, are to be commended for producing 
this excellent report. By presenting the 
facts without rhetoric or spin they 
have significantly advanced the na-

tional debate on this important issue. I 
highly commend the report to my col-
leagues and to members of the public 
interested in this subject. 

f 

CELEBRATING CALIFORNIA’S 
DIVERSITY 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, this Sat-
urday will mark the 150th anniversary 
of California’s admission to the Union. 
As the people of our State prepare for 
this Sesquicentennial celebration, I 
want to celebrate California’s most dis-
tinctive characteristic: its tremendous 
diversity. 

California is ‘‘a nation unto itself’’ 
with great mountains and forests, vast 
deserts and fertile valleys, rolling hills 
and rugged coastlines. Within its bor-
ders can be found virtually every cli-
mate, every crop, every landform on 
earth. 

But our greatest diversity—and our 
greatest asset—is the people of Cali-
fornia. 

California’s diversity was apparent 
from the beginning. When the first 
Spanish pioneers crossed the Great 
Desert, they met Native Americans 
from more than 300 tribal and language 
groups. By the time Mexico and Cali-
fornia gained independence from Spain, 
Alta California was home to many Eu-
ropeans, Asians, and Pacific Islanders 
as well as Hispanics, North Americans, 
and Native Americans. 

In 1849, when California held its con-
stitutional convention, its 48 delegates 
included men from England, Scotland, 
Ireland, France, Switzerland, Mexico, 
and Spain. Thirteen of the delegates 
had been in California for less than a 
year; and William M. Gwin, who later 
became one of our first two U.S. Sen-
ators, had been here less than three 
months. Seven delegates had been born 
in California: their names were Vallejo, 
Carrillo, Pico, Dominguez, Rodriguez, 
Covarrubias, another Pico, and de la 
Guerra. 

The Gold Rush brought new waves of 
pioneers from all over the globe. In 
their wake came workers from China, 
who built the great railroads, and Jap-
anese farmers who fed the fortune 
hunters and made fortunes of their 
own. 

During the Great Depression, thou-
sands of internal immigrants fled the 
Dust Bowls of Texas and Oklahoma for 
greener pastures in California. 

During World War II, thousands of 
African Americans migrated from the 
rural South to work in California’s 
shipyards and other defense-related in-
dustries. 

At the war’s end, California had a 
wave of settlers from the U.S. Armed 
Forces: men and women who had 
shipped out of our beautiful ports and 
returned to stay when the war was 
over. 

In recent years, new immigrants 
from Asia and Latin America have 
added to California’s rich cultural mix, 
making our state the crossroads of the 
Pacific Rim and the new economy. 
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